


Bradley and Bonnie cheerfully waved
good bye to Mrs. Grizzly, George and
Doris their friends. They always had a
good time at the Grizzly house. Mrs.
Grizzly had the biggest honey jar and
George & Doris always shared.



Pushing open the door, Bradley was ready
to say they were home when he realized it
was really dark inside, all the blinds were
down and the lights were off.

Peeking in the door, Bonnie yelled, “Mom,
are you here?”

They thought they heard a sob and then
their mother said, “Kids come in, I'm here.”



Bradley went in and said, “how come all
the blinds are pulled, it's like a cave in
here.” Mom said, “my eyes are bothering
me so | pulled the blinds.” Bradley and
Bonnie waited until their eyes adjusted to
the light and then they saw Mom sitting in
her chair. They went over to hug her and
saw she had been crying.

“Mom, how come your crying,” they



asked? Mom said, “it's nothing children,
don’t worry.” Bradley reached up and
turned on the light. “Mom, you have a
black eye,” he exclaimed! “Mom, are you
ok,” Bonnie asked?

Mom started to cry and the kids got
scared. “Mom, what’s wrong, how come
you're crying and why do you have a
black eye,” they asked?



Mom wiped her tears and said, “I'm really
sad, children, your Dad and | had a fight
and he hit me,” as she started to cry
again. “Does it hurt a lot Mommy,” they
asked? Mom said, “No it doesn’t hurt
too badly but | told your Dad he had to live
somewhere else for awhile, that’'s why |
am sad.”

“Why did Dad hit you, were you bad?”



“Kids do | hit you when you are bad?”
Mom asked. “No Mom, you give us time
outs and sometimes you take our toys for
awhile, but you never hit us, you told us it
isn’t right to hit other people, just because
you are mad,” both Bradley and Bonnie
said.

“Well, honey, adults shouldn’t hit each
other when they are mad either. That's
why | told your Dad he had to move out



for awhile,” Mom said. “Think of it as an
adult time out, maybe if your Daddy has
some time to think, he will remember it
isn’t right to hit other people.”

“When can Dad come back? Can | talk to
him? Is he going to be mad at us too,”
Bradley asked? *“Is he going to hit us too,”
Bonnie asked?

“Children, | don’t know when he will come
back. Of course you can call and talk to



him and no, there is no reason for him to
be mad at you,” Mom said.

“Daddy is going to have to talk to some-
one, maybe someone from church or a
counselor, who is a person whose job it is
to help people work out their problems. If
Daddy will do that, then maybe he and |
can meet with a counselor and figure out
how we can get along better,” Mom said.
“Then maybe he can come home again.”
“This is really scary Mommy,” said both
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the kids. “l know it is sweethearts, but we
have each other and if Daddy will get
some help, maybe we can work it out,”
said Mom. “But what if we can’t, what if
Daddy won't listen to the counselor per-
son, what if he wants to hit you again,”
they asked? “Then honey, we will have
to decide what we want to do, we can’t
live with someone who wants to hurt us.

If Daddy can’t change, then we will have
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to live by ourselves. We have each other
and we will be ok if that happens. Maybe
we can stay here, maybe we will have to
move but what ever we do, you know |
love you and if we are together we will be
ok,” said Mom. Bradley and Bonnie were
still scared but as Mom hugged them
really hard, they knew that they would be
ok because they had a Mom who really
loved them.
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